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INT. JOXER DALY’S - NIGHT

Underdog’s Toph** returns from the bar with a beer, looking 
annoyed. In his fingers, he holds up two quarters. 

TOPH
What’s with the pricing here? Who 
makes something fifty cents. Why 
don’t places just charge even 
amounts? No one wants change. 

STEPH
Are those quarters? I want them!

She holds out her hand eagerly.

TOPH
What do you need quarters for?

STEPH
(duh)

Laundry.

Toph shrugs, hands her the quarters. She gleefully tucks them 
into her purse. Cheshire’s Cubby looks quizzically at Toph.

CUBBY
Why didn’t you just leave it for 
the tip? 

TOPH
I find it demeaning to make someone 
pick up change. 

STEPH
That’s like, not a thing. No one’s 
mad if you give them more money.  

TOPH
Coins are disgusting. They’re 
dirty, they’ve been on ground, and 
the bar and who knows how many 
people’s hands and pockets.  

Steph stares at Toph as if she’s observing a rare beast 
emerging from the wild. 

STEPH
It must be exhausting to live in 
your brain. 

Cubby also chuckles at Toph. 



CUBBY
Have you always been an over-
thinker?

TOPH
I’m not an over-thinker. Everyone 
else is just an under-thinker. 

Steph laughs. 

TOPH (CONT’D)
You know I’m right. People are 
mostly dumb and thoughtless.   

STEPH
A very astute statement. 

Cubby just laughs.

CUBBY
(to Steph)

The thing is, he’s clearly thought 
about this before. 

Steph loses it. Toph cracks a wry smile. 

TOPH
Ha ha. 

He stares at his beer, gears turning in his head. 

CUT TO:

EXT. RANCHO CIENEGA SPORTS COMPLEX - NIGHT

CHYRON: 2 hours earlier.

Toph stares down the disc -- the gears turning in his head. 
Do I have enough room to make that? I can make that...

Toph FLIES through the air, full-extension lay-out and D’s 
the disc seconds before Cheshire’s Brian can get to it, and 
unable to stop motion, they collide in a tumble of arms and 
legs.  

TOPH 
Shit. Sorry, was that a dangerous 
play. I thought I had more time to 
get to it. 

Brian shakes his head. 
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BRIAN
Naw. It was clean. Just didn’t see 
you. 

Cheshire Cat and Underdog are locked in a battle to take 
half. It’s 7-7. It had been 7-5, but Cheshire battled back to 
tie it up with fast breaks and easy hucks to Erwin and X.  

Luckily no one is hurt. No call is made. Toph picks up disc 
and floats it to Steve to take half 8-7. 

Underdog huddles up to talk about not letting Cheshire have a 
comeback. It wasn’t a particularly tiring half and Chris and 
Steph encourage the team to really pick it up on defense. But 
then, everyone is way too serious...

So Steph passes out birthday horns that have been in her bag 
since Winter League/ Leiout. Its not one’s birthday, and they 
make pitifully little noise, but it gets everyone laughing. 

To cheer, everyone agrees to blow their horns while those 
without yell Underdog!. But instead Toph and others just make 
trumpet noises with their mouths and Steph can’t blow her 
horn cause she’s laughing too hard. 

Underdog comes out of half on offense. They huck it to Sam - 
who’s wide open all night - but it drops just out of her 
reach. Cortez and Steph shake their heads.

STEPH
If only she laid out.

CORTEZ
That dropped perfectly for a 
layout.

It’s as if Sam can hear them from the field as she calls out--

SAM
I want to, but I don’t know how. 

Cheshire’s Fuse picks up the disc, and when no one cuts, she 
looks to swing it. But once again, Toph is poaching and 
guarding the middle of the endzone. 

He stares her down, intently, crouching a bit, deceptively 
making his wingspan look surmountable. It is not. But she is 
fooled. She floats it up -- and Toph reaches out and pulls 
down a Callahan. 9-7 Underdog.

Momentum on our side, Underdog scores a few more times to 
bring it to 13-8.  Andy shows up to drop off Clint’s giant 
cooler for Steph to use at the tournament. And brings with 
him a wave of momentum for Cheshire. 
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Steph turns it twice while handling. Cheshire scores. People 
keep hucking it to Steve Loh, who’s beautifully open but it 
sails out of bounds, or too wide... On a huge cross-field 
hammer from Toph it falls just out of Steve’s hands and Toph -
- in his utter frustration does a strange I-can’t-believe-
that-just-happened-break-dance on the turf. We all laugh at 
it. Merlin makes a great grab off a huck on the endzone line. 
Calls a T, like the vet he is. Only to have us turn it after 
the timeout. X gets an epic layout D on Matt. Cheshire is 
formidable and showing their claws. 

They brings it to 13-11 before Steph realizes Underdog needs 
to burn their last time out. Underdog slinks over. Heads 
down. Shoulder’s slouched. Toph looks askance.

TOPH
Hey! Come on! This is fun! It’s 
Summer League.

He smiles large, enthusiastic. Waves his arms. Steph stares 
incredulous at this strange role reversal. Then laughs and 
passes out the birthday horns again. Everyone trumpets and 
laughs. Mood shifts.  

Underdog comes out of the time out and stops dropping it. 
Scores twice and wins 15-11. The team celebrates that they’ve 
secured a first round bye, and only then do Steph and Chris 
reveal that they would have had a bye even if they’d lost 15-
0. Everyone feels betrayed and lied to, but is still happy 
they won.  

Laura takes home the Underdog for getting a bunch of D’s and 
a couple scores and generally being super consistent the 
whole season and our secret weapon in the endzone. 

LAURA
Whatever you do, just don’t tell 
anyone! I like flying under the 
radar.

Steph and Chris huddle up the team to tell them how much 
they’ve loved this summer and how sad they are that it’s over 
and half of them won’t be at the tournament. Underdog bid 
good luck to Matt, who played more than he planned to, but 
wanted to come out and make sure we got a win going into the 
tournament. Armand pestered Andy about changing the weekend 
of the tourney so he could make it. Andy just laughed. Armand 
assured us that Julian would wear his Underdog onesie in 
solidarity and insisted we send updates and livestream the 
finals if we made it. Stephanie felt this was unlikely. The 
FOMO was strong with Sam and Cortez. The sadness, real for 
the rest of the team. 
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But it was a fun night. And a fitting end to a fun summer. 
Underdog has been so lovely and positive and everything that 
Summer League should be.

INT. JOXER DALY'S - NIGHT

The Ultimate crowd was small at Joxer’s. Puss N Boots and 
Scratchy were no-shows. Underdog’s Chris, Toph, Steph, Johnny 
and Steve. From Cheshire, it was Cubby, X and Erwin. 

They mingle and discuss the game. Cheshire is a super 
talented team, but was also very generous with their play 
time, making sure everyone of all levels got to play. Even if 
it made them less competitive. Which is what makes Summer 
League special.  

Sam shows up late -- after showering -- and approaches the 
table where Steph and Cubby heckle Toph’s strange coin-fobia. 

SAM 
Where’s Joanna tonight?

Erwin from the next table over just shrugs.

ERWIN
I don’t know. She’s missing the 
tournament too. I think she’s on 
vacation or something. 

CUT TO:

EXT. REMOTE WATERFALL - ST LUCIA - DAY

Joanna stares at camera. She’s sweaty. Covered in bug-bites 
and mud holding a clipboard. 

JOANNA
I am definitely NOT on vacation. 

SMASH TO BLACK.

FIN

** Toph forbade me to use his name or his words or feature 
him in any way in this recap. Of course by doing so he 
assured I’d make him the focal point. 

5.


